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Executing the shot



Choo”Si,ng'a ~ Ioc:atioh -

West V|rg|n|a is fuII of W|de open spaces
surrounded by rugged mountain beauty

and far away from Ilght pollutlon Known ko .‘

- for havmg some of the clearest skles east
e of the M|$$|55|pp| |

Dark Sky Parks
Watoga State Park

Calvm Prlce State Forest

Droop Mountaln Battlefleld
‘ State Park

The areas isted above are so out of thls--.“;-*«_;w_

7 world that the International Dark Sky
Assomatlon has deS|gnated them as
off|<:|a| Dark Sky Parks gl

But dont forget: Star studded skres " e
can be found in every corner of s ses
- the Mountaln slates o o



Tlmlng your shot

While the star stuolded ski‘es of
AImost Heaven are stunnmg 365 days
out of the year, certam times W|th|n the .-
phases of the moon allow for better
- dark sky photography

O 0

Wantmg to capture
the stars"

The moon can create too much Ilght and
- overpower the sparkling stars, sO four days
" before or after a new moan is con5|dereo| to
~ be the best time to. get a starry shot.

| Hopmg to capture ‘
‘the moon m your photo‘-"

Durmg a fuII moon dusk is the best tlme
to na|I your shot. L



Plannin g your shot

There are many apps that aIIow you to
plan your astro shot; PhotoPills is one

great option. These. exutmg augmented |

reallty tools can help you angle your shot
m the perfect dlrectlon et




Executi"n : the shot -

The perfect settmgs for capturlng your

: dark sky shot vary from device to.device!

- Check out. the step-by- step gmdelmes i
below, available for both AppIe and

' Samsung deV|ces 2

For AppIe Users

" STEP ¥ If you have a PRO. modél iPhone,
start by turhmg on ProRAW If hot sklp
‘ | | to step 2 | -- -

STEP 2: AdJUSt the shutter speed to Mgx. 2
Most iPhone models have a settlhg called e

- “Night Mode” which is best to. use i
for dark sky photography :

' STEP 3: The goal is to ach|eve zero motron
as the photo IS belhg takeh A trlpod |Sht a
| -- must but is very heIpfuI

STEP 4: Set the photo tlmer to 3 or 1O
seconds so that once you trlgger the shot
aII vibration has subsided and you cah "

capture the most steady shot e e



Executi"n : the shot -

- For Samsung Users
"STEP 1: Within the camera app on your

smartphohe tap on “More” or “Mode” tof"'

open add|t|ohal camera settlhgs

STEP 2 Select “Pro mode to adJust .
settings manually. Tap on “Shutter” to
adJust the shutter speed

STEP 3: Darker scenes requ|re _

Iohger shutter speeds. 20- 30 seconds '|s

_ recommehded for most scehes

STEP 4 The goal is to achleve zero motloh o

e the photo is belhg taken. A tr|pod isn t B
must but IS, very heIpfuI | -f

STEP 5: Press the shutter button to start
- .the exposure. After the exposure begins, be

'sure not to move or shakethe smartphone a

STEP 6: If a brlghter photo 1S deswed you

| cah increase the camera’s sehS|t|v1ty by
| tappmg “ISO” and |ncreas|ng |t
by 2- 3 steps e




Want to eoI|t your new
‘ starry masterplece’?

-Cheéck our our custom Instgram ﬂlters

.- on WVtourism. com/stars Or our complete i

photo guide for detailed editing tips..

Share your |ohoto'

. Once your plcture IS perfected Ioe sure to'i o

use AImostHeaven and tag @thourlsm e
When you post |t on soclal meolla' fafnges

PIan your tr||o'

Home to one of the Iargest and oIarkest e
skysheds on the East Coast, West: V|rg|n|a
is the perfect spot to unW|noI and soak |
“in the beauty of the star-studded: skies.” = -
Start planning your starry getaway today
~_with the help of our Dark Skies toolkit. =
Flnd trip guides, excluswe dlscounts &
~deals, a sweepstakes and more at
| W\/tourlsm com/stars




